THE “KING OF "“ALAGA”

Strange Colony in
Maine, Where Ig-

norance and Degen-
eracy - Prevail and

the Wil of One
Man Is Supreme.

HAT there should -be with-
in a short distance of the
watering  places and
charming summer re-

sorts of Casco Bay, Me., an island
on which a colony of people is
Hving in the utmost ignorance, un-
governed by any law, either civil
or moral, and under the predomi-
nating will of an erstwhile king”
so called by the members of the
colony, the b

veritable fact ascertained by a par-
ty of philamhmp!c' people who

was astonishin

recently visited Malaga island,
some distance off the ceast of
Cape Small Point and in the ncar

vicinity of Cundy’s harbor.

The party consisted of Mrs. L.
M. N. Stevens, Miss Anna Gordon,
the Misses Mary and Helen Dag-’
gett of Cambridge, daughters of
Gen. A. S. Daggett, of the
United. States"army; Rev. E. H.
Cotton, of the Baptist Church,
Harpswell; Mrs. Cotton, his moth-
er; Rev. W. S. Randall, and oth-
ers who went simply to enjoy the
safl, and they visited the island in
the magnificent yacht Usona,
owned by A. W. Childs, of New
York, who with his wife is sum-
mering at Harpswell this season.
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Philanthropist at Work.

In speaking about the purposes and
results of the trip, Mrs. Stevens told
an interesting story concerning condi-
tions as they now exist on the island.

“I happened to take the trip,” said
Mrs. Stevens, “‘ag the result of a let-
ter which I receivéd from Miss Dag
gett, who Is philanthropically Inclined
and who had heard enough of the

+

rumors concerning M island to
desire an wvestigat Accordir

I in turn invited Mi rdon to ae-
compeany us, and we 1ed the other
members of party on board Mr
Childs' handsome launch
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"“We took along a llcensed pllot, since
thg waters about Malaga island are
treacherous for navigation, and ar-
rived at the isiand in about an hour
and a half. Two trips of the tender
carried those who desired to land
ashore, and then we looksed about us
tn see where we were situated. We
first saw an old negro who seemed to
iack all Intelligence, and then we saw
alking toward us a white man of
fishermanlike apeayance, winom Wwe
saipted.
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Approach of the King.

‘I am the King” saild he as he
looked out over his several acres of
domain, but, instea of treating the
vigitorg with majest.c haughtiness, he
conducted them about with some de-
gree of pbliteness and an evident feel-
ing of curiosity, answering their ques-
tions wi*a & ‘yes,” ‘mo,’ or ‘I supose
g0 ~with perfect nonchalance, although
volunteering no information which was
not asked for,

“1 eould not tell much about condi-
tions as they have been previously by
nquiry ‘rom the members of the col-
ony and people who had heard rumors,
the that 1 found out was

and most

of a general nature through personal
ohsorvation. 1 should say, as a rough
estimate, that the lsland contained be-
tween thirty and forty acres of land,
and, as near as I eould find out, there¢
were about forty people in the colony,

THE OLD SUNBONNE T i prlZe s

HE preacher had been called into
the country on one of those sad
errands that frequently come to
the 1ot of the preacher, to speak

a few
sons
called

words of comfort to a family of
and daughters been

together
years The years of
sacrificial living, had been called from
scenes of tol! and labor to the land of
eternal rest.

The songs had bheen
prayers had been offered.
ture read. The word of comfort and
premises spoken, he cpen grave had
been filled, and the flowers, the tokens
of love and respect, had been placed on
the grave. The benediction had been
pronounced s

Now the sons and daughters were
gathered In the old farmhouse and
were speaking in subdued volces one
to the other

Just then one of the daughters came
out into ihe front doorway carrying In
her hand an old sunbonnet. *““This was
mother's,”” she said, very softly and
very tenderly, 4

who
first

after

had

for the time In

mother,

The
Scrip-

sBuUng

The

“Do you remember how she used to
wear {t?7 Wore {t In the garden, when
out in the flelds she loved so well, up
in the pasture, when father was away

* from the house, and went after
the cows?’

There was a moment's
then one of the girls,
away n the West
“Yes, I remember it

she

hush, and
who had been
for years, sald:
I remember she
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wore it one night in an awful storm,

when she went across lots to Neigh-

bor Jones' house to get medicine for
Kate, one night when yau were
taken serionsly ill and we wera all

you

little, and eould not be sent.”
Then another girl, whose dress was
flashy, and whose face showed some-

thing rf the hard life she had lived,
said: “Yes, 1 remember that nld bon
net. 8he wore it the morning 1 left
home to go to the city, for I was wild
and the restraint of the farm and the
iure of the eolty lights had attracted
me. She had it on her head when I
deflantly told her good-by, and then,
without removing It, came over wheve
1 was standing, and said: ‘Dauaghter,
if you will go, you can go, but remem-
ber your mother.” Then she kissed me.
Then 1 went away and forgot all about
what she had told me. I had a good
time while she was doing her drudg-

ing I had my gold. for my face
brought it to me. And I forgot all
about her and her prayvers, and now,

row, now—" Then she caased speak-
ing, for all of the family knew the
sad story of her reckless life.

Then one by one that famlily of boys
and girls, grown to men and women,
told of what “mother” had done while
wearing that old sunbhonnet; told how
she wore it down to the gate when
looking for them to come home, how
she had kissed them while it was still
on her head; told how they, too, had
received her blessing as they went
away.

L d

Then came a discussion relative to
what was to be done with the old sun-
bonnet.

One of the girls sald she wanted it
tc be put away to keep as a sacred
heirloom for her children and chil-
dren’s children. Another sald she must
have it because she was the oldest,
and the youngest sald she must have
{. because she was the baby.

Then the ' daughter whose face
showed traces of the lifec she had
lived, ‘sald: “Girls, I want that sun-

bonnet. " 1 want it to hang up in my
parior. ] want it where I can see it
every day. I want it for a consiant
reminder of her who was my best
friend. I am golng To have an awful
fight to keep true hereafter, for 1 am
going to keep true. I want it as a

- talisman to help me when I'm discour-

aged, when I'm tempted to go back to
the old life, I want It,” and a great
sob shook her frame, “I Want it to be
near me all the time, for, giris, I want
to make my life my mother's If I can.
Girls, please, please lst me have it.”

And without a word the girls placed
the old sunbonnet in the sister's hands.

And in that fashionable parlor in the
blg city today the sunbonnet hangs, a
constant remembrance to the girl a
reminder of what her mother had
been, a help, an inspiration, a blessing,
a benediction.

And the old sunbonnet, speaking con-
stantly of the sacrificial and loving
mother, has saved and redeemed the
daoghter ’

a good many of ‘whom were children.
Some wers eolored, others were white,
while still others sppeared to have
mixed blood.

““They were mostly sitting about on
the rocks aimlessiy, @nd there were no
signs of work or industry on the whole
isiand. Thers were between seven and
ten hovels erected, and although we did
not see the insides of many of these,
we saw enough to realize that their
#ith was as rapelling as that of the
lowest slums of New York or London.
Put ths redesming feature which gives
most of the ch!ldren good health is the
out-door life on the rocks, which is, of
course, denied the chlidren of the
tlums in large cities.

“We first talked with the ‘king,’ as
the people eall him. He is an ordinary
appearing fisherman, and said that the
peopie depended mostly on sea food for
their living. When asked If they did
any gardening, he replied that they atd
not. I asked him why they did not
keep a cow. ‘Weil,' he sald jeisurely,
‘we thought some of getting one, and

perhaps we will this fall."”

“The next one we talked with was &
very bright appearing white girl whom
her mother sald was thirteen vears old.
I asked her !f she could spell her namwe,
but she was unable to. Her mother
sald that most likely she could if she
were nol embarrassed, and when 1

—
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The “*King'® Announces Himself as Monarch of Malagn Island.

asked the mother to help out, she ap-
peared herselt embarrassed, and failed
to assist in the spelling.

“And so we continued about the
sland seeing everywhere signs of pov-
erty and degeneracy, until we were

usherad Into a room which contained
the one bright gleam of civilization In
the entire colony. The floor had been
washed clean and the contents had
been arranged neatly. Wa found that
an attempt had been made by Mrs.
Lane, wife of & doctor, summering at
Horse island, to provide some educa-
tion for the chiléren. Some kindergar-
ten articles were distributed aréund,
showing that a definite gtep had been
taken to bring enlightenment into the
barbarous ssttlement.

“On returning to the launch we weére
gérved a bounteous supper by Mr.
Childs, and finding that much was left
over, we left ssveral baskets of the
food on the Island, more especially for
the children, whom we last saw on the
shore, waving their hands, since they
had no handkerchiefs, and eating frait
and pastry with great relish.”

w oW .
Epidemie Swept Island.

Last winter Malaga island was af-
fiicted with an epldemic of the measles.
and this first brought the inhabitants
to public notice The State was
obliged to send food and other articles
to them or they would practically ail
have perished. The Island belongs

rea'ly to tha town of Phippsburg, but
it is & most unwelcome possession, and

receives no attention from the authori-
ties.

“There should surely be some steps
taken to Iimprove conditions on the
jeland,” sald Mrs. Stevens, “and I

should say that with first attention to

the chlidren, the youvng members of the
colony should be taken from the-isiand
by the State and placed in some of the
institutions for the poor or delinquent.
The adults should then be taken from
the place and given work on the main-
iand, for there is plenty of it to e¢nable
them to live respectably.

“The only other method of reforming
them that 1 can think of would be to
get a man and his wife to do settle.
ment work on the siand, but I do not
think this would be profitable, because

the colony is not large enougnh 1o em-
ploy this method. The colony has heen
in exis ence for a number of years and
fhe ‘kng’ told us that he had lived
there thirty-five years, so It seems as
though s>mething shouid soon be done
before :he colony rereases.’”

It is .afe to say that it is the most
lawiess colony in Maine, although there
is not much opportunity for wrinking
and stealing, on account of its very
isolation, and syme steps bring
about a reformation will, in al! prob-
ability, soon be taken.
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¢ WHAT IS A KISS? =

By PROF. KRIST1OFFER N 7ROP,
Of University ot Copenhagen.

ITH most civilized and many
unclvilized penple the kiss is
the natura' expression of

love and kindred feelings.

How is it, then, to be explained that
a kiss has come to be of such wvast
importance? How is it that a light
touch of the lips ig able to express our
inmost feelilngs more elogquently than
the words of any larguage?

Is this to be counsidered something
primitive or something artificial and
conventional? Is It as natural to kiss
when we love as to laugh when we are
happy or ecry when we are gad? In
other words, is Steele right when he
says that nature has taught us to kiss,
and that “maturs was tha author of
the kiss and that it began with the
first courtship?”

I shall try to answer this question,
but I must advance the remark that
we here touch something of which we
cannot know anything definitely and
that all we can do is to put forward
more or less plausible theoriea.

First, it is important to remember
that many nations do not know the
kiss in its ordinary form. It iz un-
known !n tha greater part of Polyne-
sla, In Madagascar, and among many
negro tribes In Africa, principally, of
course, among those who mutilate thelr
lips.

W. Reade tells of the terror of a
yvoung negro girl when he kissed her.
It is also unknown among the Pata-
gonians and the Eskimos as well as
among the natives of part of Finland.
B. Taylor says in his “Northern
Travel'” that, while in Finland men
and women may bathe together, kiss-

ing |s considered immoral and mde-
cent, When he told a Finnish wo-

man that it was common in England
for husband and wife to kiss each
other, she replied indignantly: “If my
husband@ dared {ry that I shou!d box
his sars so that he would feel it for a
woek."”

If one then asks what takes the
place of the kiss among these people
it should be remem~ered that there are
an infinite number of greetings. Some
penple slap each other's hands or
stomachs, others plow on each others
hands while still others seratch their
right ear and put eut their tongues.

In many countries greetings are ex-
changed with the nose. This is the
eo-called Malay kise, waich consists of
rubbing the noses together. This nose
greeting s found amoug the Polyne-
slans, Malays, Eskimos and negro
tribes in Africa—all people who do not
know the usual kiss.

It secems that this nose greeting Is
& very primitive custom, whose origin
i# rooted in the sense of smelling.

Spencer says: “The sheep brays to
call back its little runaway lamb. It
sniffs at several lambs gamboling
around it and recognizes its own by
smelling it and rejoices at the reunion.
By repetition & certaln relation be-
tween the two factors Is developed so
that the odor of the lamb gives rise o
a feeling of joy in the mother sheep.

As every animal has its own peculiar
odor. thus has also eve:y human Indl-
yidual. When Isaac, the patriarch,
grew old his eyesight grew dim and he
could not see. He wanted to bless
his oldest son Esau, but Jacob de-
ceived him by putting on his brother's
clothes. Isaac then sald to him:
“Come nearer, my son, and kiss me.”
He smelled the odor of Ekis clothes
and blessed him, saying: “Lo, the

Children Shrunk From the Well )i c:-ed. Visitors.
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odor of my son is

like unto a field
blessed hv

the Lord.”

To smell the peculiar odor of a hu-
man bein % m one loves produces
joy. Timkowski writes of a Mon-
gollan father who from time to time
#melled his son’s head. This with the
Mongolians is a sign of fatherly love.

In the Philippines the senss of smell
in the
smelling a handker

natives i=

that by
r can tell

to whom it bel loving
couples who part give to each other
pieces of thelr clothes, and while
away from ach other they remem-
ber euach by smelling them,

That the fine ar
body of a

ma arising from the
heat 1 yomman playvs a
he love af-
well known

nt

tions
¢ mentioned

It is not vers the insplira-

tory muscula of the lips
should be the physical re
lex of a feeling of love, as for In-
gtance the contraction of the muscles
of the brows may be the direct man!-
festation of anger

Neither édo |
tonch of

enocugh 1o

believe that the mere
marily been
vou,” but is
the means to
1 feeling, & way
rerves of
liar oCor of an-

the

pri

hg

rather to
enjoy a cer

of enjoying through
nose and lips the pe

other human

the

being
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} Scientific Rabies |

i By Mrs. J. D. Hay Shaw,

-— -
HERE are few individuals who
suffer more from the present-
day mania for experiments iu
diets and hygiene than the
luckless first-born infant, oho is abso-

lutely heipless and at the mercy of
the whims of its owner.
If iz were only Its owner's, things

would not be so bad for it, but every
rclative, friend, or acquaintance has
always a fund of advice and experi-
ence to place at the disposal of the
hewildered young mother,

Even within the last few years the
methods of bringing up children have
undergone & compiete revolution, That
tyrant of one's youth the old and
trusted nurse, who had succeasfully
brought up one’'s parents from infancy
tn youth, has almost digappeared from
the modern nursery, and her place
has been taken by a smart, young,
uniformed aftendant, full of the very
latest theories cn the laws of hygiene
and the most up-to-date methods of
rearing ran. It is merely a change
from autocrat to another as far
as the mother is concerned, and
whether the change la for the better
it is hard to say.

The modern baby lives entirely by
rule. It must not be fed when It 1a
hungry, but only at stated intervals,
with a stated amount of novvishment,
measured out and prepared regardless
of the fact that what may satisfy one
infant may be totally insuffi-iemt (o
quell the cravings of another. If it
1= mot enough it must go without, for
that is all the food which, secording

one

to the chart, an infant of that age
should require.
It must sleep a certain number ot

hours and wake only at {he recognized
intervals for its food, and under mno
consideration whatever must it be
rocked or jigged.

One thing that within the lust few
years has brought about a great
change for the better is undoybtedly
the modern passicn for cpen windows
and fresh alr, as against the views of
the older generation, when & nursery
was kept heated to the verge of stul-
finess day and night.

I can remember what the atmeo-
sphere of that nursery used to be
when the babies were small and no
breath of wind was allowed to blow
on them. Now what a change, has
come over the scene. A thermometer
registers a medlum cool tefperature
which must not be exceeded, the win-
dows are open day and night, all un-
necessary unventilated cov-
erings and superfluous furniture are
excluded and the value of open spaces
and a free circult of fresh air is de-
manded.

The modarn system of clothing bables
also comes under disparagement, al-
though no one can really doubt that
thelr system of leaving thelr offsprings
with bare necks and arms while they
‘amothered them with a totally unnec-
essary numbper of garments on the rest
of their bodies must have been respon-
sible for a good deal of mischief In
the way of chills and consumption
germs. ‘But now that we clothe our
pabies In few garments,
leaving their feet bare or Incased In
sandals, and their lags uncovered, we
are told that we are running foolish
risks,

After all, the average baby is a much
more hardy little animal than most
people give it credit for, and much
more determined to live than people
would have us believe; and it is a
matter of indifference to most of them
whether they sleep in a cradle or a
patent swing cot, are bathed In &
patent bath or a galvanized tub, or
take their food from a patent bottls
or a spoon, provided all are at hand
when they happen to want them.

August 25, 1907.
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